Ill
KOKO-NOE AND TS'AIDAM
ABOUT fifteen miles west of 'Tankar, villages -and
XJL. Chinese were left behind and we found'- ourselves
among the nomads. Our road lay towards the source of
the Hsi-ning river, near Lake Koko-nor. The first day out ,
we made but little progress, being obliged to stop con-
tinually to readjust the loads on the camels, so that we
reached only late in the day a lamasery called Groinba
Soba, some eighteen miles from Tankar* The lamas
were very kind, bringing us fuel and water, looking after
our cattle, and helping to put up the tents. But notwith-
standing this, my men were very nervous, and as it
grew dark they started at the least noise, and when the
dogs barked became terribly excited. Finally my Tientsin
servant could stand it no longer; he rushed out of the
tent, and commenced discharging his revolver, to drive
away the lurking thieves with which his imagination peo-
pled the vicinity. This was more than I could bear; I
gave him a lecture and disarmed him, much to his disgust,
for, although he did not know how to use effectually a
revolver, he was very proud of having one at his belt.
The next day we continued our route. As we went
on, the valley grew wider, and the adjacent hills lower
and less abrupt. The ground was well covered with grass,
and the water from numerous springs trickled down
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